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The meeting "Fluid-Structure Interactions in Soft-Matter Systems: From the Mesoscale to the Macroscale'" was co-sponsored by Monash University (Melbourne, Australia) and the CECAM Node "Soft Matter and Statistical Mechanics" located in Mainz/Darmstadt/Stuttgart (Germany) and co-organized by Ravi Prakash Jagadeeshan (Monash) and Burkhard Dünweg (MPI for Polymer Research, Mainz). It took place during the last week of November 2012 at the Monash University Prato Center, which is an education and conference center, housed in the historic Palazzo Vaj in the old town of Prato, Tuscany, near Florence. The cast of participants was even more international than the organizational setting, with 20 delegates from Germany, 23 from other European countries, six from Australia, six from the United States, five from Eastern Asia, four from India, and two from the Middle East (in terms of affiliation).
Both organizers and participants viewed the meeting as highly successful and fruitful. We adopted a format that seems to be increasingly popular in the scientific community, i.e. a combination of an initial two-day school that was followed by a two-and-a-half day research workshop. The school provided a thorough introduction to "mesoscopic" computer simulation techniques and their theoretical understanding, featuring talks about the general "philosophy" of coarse-graining (A. Louis), Brownian Dynamics (J. Brady), Non-Equilibrium Molecular Dynamics
